
 

 

 

 

 

16th July 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Step 4 – new government guidelines for schools 

We are writing to you to share the new guidance for schools from the government that will apply as 

the country enters Step 4 of the roadmap.  

As the country moves to Step 4, the government will continue to manage the risk of serious illness 

from the spread of the virus. This marks a new phase in the government’s response to the pandemic, 

moving away from stringent restrictions on everyone’s day-to-day lives, towards advising people on 

how to protect themselves and others, alongside targeted interventions to reduce risk. As COVID-19 

becomes a virus that we learn to live with, there is now an imperative to reduce the disruption to 

children and young people’s education - particularly given that the direct clinical risks to children are 

extremely low, and every adult has been offered a first vaccine and the opportunity for two doses by 

mid-September. The priority is to deliver face-to-face, high quality education to all pupils.  

Tracing close contacts and isolation 

From Monday 19th July, schools will no longer need to do contact tracing and close contacts will be 

identified via NHS Test and Trace. As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will 

work with the positive case to identify close contacts. From 16 August 2021, children under the age 

of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-isolate if they are contacted by NHS Test and Trace 

as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. Instead, children will be contacted by NHS Test and 

Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. 

Self-isolation continues for those who have tested positive for Covid-19. 

Asymptomatic testing 

Over the summer, staff and secondary students should continue to test regularly, using a lateral flow 

device test, if they are attending settings that remain open, such as summer schools and out of 

school activities based in school settings.  

As students will potentially mix with lots of other people during the summer holidays, all secondary 

school students should receive 2 on-site lateral flow device tests, 3 to 5 days apart, on their return to 

school in the autumn term. Settings can stagger the return of students across the first week to 

manage this. Students should then continue to test twice weekly at home until the end of 

September, when this will be reviewed.  

Staff should undertake twice weekly home tests whenever they are on site until the end of 

September, when this will also be reviewed.  

 



Operational changes being brought in with Step 4 

The following areas will remain in place in WMAT for the remainder of this school year and the 

changes will be made at the start of the new school year in September:  

 Mixing and ‘bubbles’ 

There will no longer be the requirement for children to be taught in consistent bubbles and kept 

separate at breaks and lunchtime. As well as giving more flexibility in curriculum delivery it will mean 

that activities such as assemblies can resume.  

 Face coverings 

Face coverings will no longer be advised for pupils, staff and visitors either in classrooms or in 

communal areas. The Department for Education recommends that face coverings are worn on 

dedicated transport to school or college when there are a high number of cases of Covid-19 in the 

community. We will review the situation in September and will continue to make this a requirement 

if this is the case. 

 Stepping measures up and down 

Each school will have outbreak management plans outlining how it would operate if there were an 

outbreak in the school or local area. This could include a temporary return to measures such as 

bubbles or face coverings in secondary classrooms. 

 Control measures 

The measures to help control the spread of infection in schools are being reduced to four: 

1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone – particularly hand washing and safe disposal of tissues 

2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes  

3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated  

4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of 

COVID-19. 

Attendance and Remote Education 

School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age and it will continue to be a 

priority to ensure that as many children as possible regularly attend school. The normal procedures 

and sanctions will be applied. Schools will continue to provide remote learning for pupils who are 

unable to attend school because they have tested positive, to enable them to work or learn from 

home if they are well enough to do so.  

Over the summer holiday our Trust’s Risk Assessment will be reviewed to reflect these new 

guidelines. It will be available on the Trust website by the start of the new school year at 

www.futuralearning.co.uk 

We have also reviewed our operating plans in light of this guidance and will be implementing the 

new requirements in full from the start of the autumn term. For St John’s Church of England Primary 

School this will mean: 

Times of school day 

All children will start at 8.50 and finish at 3.15 and have lunchtime 12.00-1.00. All children will eat 

lunch in the school hall. 

http://www.futuralearning.co.uk/


Playtime will be: 10.15-10.30 

Whole school Collective Worship (assembly) will be daily at 1pm. 

 

Arrangements for safe arrival 

Staff will open the top and bottom gate to the junior playground a few minutes before 8.50am. All 

children (including infants) will enter the school grounds from one of these gates (parental choice 

which gate to use). The infant gate will not be used next academic year and the temporary path will 

be removed.  

All junior teachers will be waiting on the junior playground for the children to arrive and line up. 

Infant children will need to walk down the small path (alongside the junior classrooms) to the infant 

playground where the infant teachers will be waiting for the children to arrive and line up. Year R 

children can go straight into the classroom.  

To reduce congestion, parents need to leave the school site as quickly as possible once they have 

dropped off their child and must not stop to talk to other parents. 

The school gates will be locked by a member of staff at 9am 

 

Arrangements for safe departure 

The top and bottom gates will be opened by a member of staff at 3.15 (parental choice which gate 

to use).  

Parents need to leave the school site as quickly as possible once collecting their child and must not 

stop to talk to other parents. 

ALL parents need to complete the permission form below to indicate their child’s going home 

arrangements before Tuesday 20th July please. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FU48tNJMtUmhKRQyRYFNOqLvAx-

4wgFKlQux76vXCF9UMjdKQU1UV1JHQk4wQjZRSkUxWVhKVVlaNS4u 

 

Juniors 

The junior children will be lined up with their teacher on the junior playground. Those children 

whose parents have given permission for them to walk home alone or to meet a parent in another 

location will be dismissed first. All other children will need to wait until they are dismissed by the 

teacher. Please could parents wait on the playground by the field or by the willow tree for their child 

to be dismissed (this is the same as this year). 

 

Infants  

Children in YR will be dismissed from the wooden gate nearest the YR classroom.  Parents will wait in 

the goal net area of the infant playground.  

Children in Y1 will be dismissed from the outside door of the Y1 classroom.  Parents will wait on the 

bottom part of the infant playground.  

Children in Y2 will be dismissed from their classroom door.  Parents will wait on and around the 100 

square in the bottom part of the infant playground. 

 

Parents with children in both Junior and Infant Classes 

Please collect the infant sibling first and return to the junior playground for the junior sibling. 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FU48tNJMtUmhKRQyRYFNOqLvAx-4wgFKlQux76vXCF9UMjdKQU1UV1JHQk4wQjZRSkUxWVhKVVlaNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FU48tNJMtUmhKRQyRYFNOqLvAx-4wgFKlQux76vXCF9UMjdKQU1UV1JHQk4wQjZRSkUxWVhKVVlaNS4u


Messages for staff 

To ease congestion and to support the staff who are looking after the children during drop off and 

pick up, when parents need to get a message to a member of staff they will need to do so via 

telephone or email. If you would like to have a meeting with the teacher this can also be arranged 

via email. SeeSaw is to be used for homework and sharing videos/photos only. Your teacher will let 

you know when you need to check SeeSaw.  

 

Wrap Around Care 

Before and after school care will be provided by Premier Sports and parents will be able to book 

through the usual online system provided by Premier Sports (After School, in 3 sessions 15:15-16:15, 

16:15-17:00 & 17:00-17:30 and before school from 7.45) 

Premier Education are excited to be offering sport active clubs again next year at St Johns. Ranging 

from Football to Gymnastics, they will try to give as many different opportunities for children to 

enjoy new sports!! Look out for a sports club announcement when school returns in September. 

 
Equipment  
Children should not bring any pencil cases or medium/large rucksacks to school. The cloakrooms have 
never been able to cope with the number/size of bags that children have brought in. We want to keep 
everything as simple and inexpensive for parents as possible. Therefore, the only items children will 
need to bring to school are:  
-Drinks bottle (water only)  
-Packed lunch (if relevant)  
-Reading book and reading diary (due to low parental engagement with the ‘Go Read’ App we will not 
be renewing our subscription next year).  
- If needed, a drawstring bag to hold the above items 
-All equipment that children will need in school (pens, pencils, colouring crayons etc.) will be 
provided.   
 
PE 
We have found many benefits of children coming to school in their PE kits on PE days. As children no 
longer have to change into and out of their PE kits, we have an extra half an hour to focus on 
learning, using this time to schedule carefully planned group work and longer PE lessons. With these 
benefits in mind, we would like children to continue wearing their PE kits to school on PE days. To 
ensure children continue to take pride in and feel a part of their school, we would like them to wear: 
a plain white polo top, a royal blue jumper or cardigan, plain black shorts, leggings or tracksuit 
bottoms and trainers not daps. You will have a separate letter from your child’s class teacher 
informing you of their PE days. 
Logo uniform can be purchased from https://www.harvem.co.uk 
 
Ventilation/Heating 
We will ensure that our building is heated to a temperature whereby staff and pupils can work 

comfortably whilst endeavouring to ensure that there are measures in place to ensure good 

ventilation such as opening higher level windows in cooler weather.   

Handwashing 

Opportunities are provided for staff and pupils to clean their hands with soap and water and dry 

thoroughly: 

https://www.harvem.co.uk/


 after using the toilet 

 before food preparation 

 after sneezing/coughing. 

Hand sanitiser will be used: 

 on arrival at school 

 after breaks and sporting activities 

 before leaving school 

 when children change rooms 

before eating any food, including snacks 

The government has produced an information leaflet for parents on the new guidance, which can be 

viewed here. 

If you have any questions about the new arrangements, please email your questions to 

enquiries@stjohnskeynsham.co.uk. 

May we take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your continued support as we work 

together to address these new guidelines. 

Yours Faithfully, 

 

                                                                                                                   

Claire Graham        Andrea Arlidge 

Headteacher                                       Chief Executive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges#main-messages

